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M A D I S O N  C O U N T Y  S O I L  &  W A T E R
C O N S E R V A T I O N  D I S T R I C T

S U M M E R 2 0 2 6

For Land’s SakeFor Land’s Sake
- W E L C O M E  T O  O U R  N E W S L E T T E R -

Wescott Road, along Bradly Brook Reservoir in the Town of Eaton has experienced significant flood damage
repeatedly over the past several years. Phase one, completed a couple of years ago, consisted of stream bank
stabilization directly above the road to reduce damage. Phase 2, completed recently, was the construction of a
stormwater detention basin above the road and homes that were effected during these severe storm events.

Latest projects, upcoming events, new
employee bios and more. 

Keep Reading!

7/30/26-8/2/26: Madison County Fair
8/15/26: Informational Seminar on Wastewater
Treament Systems  for Waterfront zones 
8/27/26: Soil Health Field Day
8/26/26-9/7/26: New York State Fair

In this Newsletter:Upcoming events:

C o u n t y  F l o o d  M i t i g a t i o n  P ro j e c tC o u n t y  F l o o d  M i t i g a t i o n  P ro j e c t

S i t e  at  s t a r t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n . P r o j e c t  s i t e  p o s t- c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  n e w l y
c o n s t r u c t e d  d e t e nt i o n  b a s i n  t h at  w i l l  h o l d  b a c k
s t o r m w at e r  d u r i n g  s e v e r e  r a i n  e v e nt s  a n d  s l o w
r e l e a s e  i t  o v e r  a  2 4  h o u r  p e r i o d  r e d u c i n g  d a m a g e  t o
h o m e s  a n d  r o a d s  b e l o w.
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Now in its 13th season of planting cover crops, the Madison
County Soil and Water Conservation District sowed over
750 acres of certified annual rye in a rain-soaked 2026 fall
season. The District used their 15-foot John Deere 750 no-
till drill and a rental tractor from Clinton Tractor Company
operated by Conservation Technician, Andrew Haslauer.
Funding for the Cover Crop Initiative over the last 13
seasons has been provided by The Upper Susquehanna
Coalition, NYS DEC, NYS Ag & Mkts, The Finger Lakes-Lake
Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance, and participating
farmers.

Covering up Madison County SoilCovering up Madison County Soil
“A farmer's productive capacity is directly related to the health of his or her soil,” said Iowa crop farmer, Howard
Buffet. Farmers across the county are partnering with the district and planting acres of cover crops to meet
nutrient management strategies each season. Because of the TMDL pollution diet regulations, resources are
being directed to the Upper Susquehanna River Watershed.
Cover crops and their roots reduce erosion and the cost of fertilizer by supplying nutrients to the soil and if
planned, can be used as additional forage in the spring. Area-wide, the trend of planting cover crops is going up
and is moving from annual and cereal ryes to more mixtures including oats and barley, clover and radishes, and
peas and triticale. 

“The success is in the logistics and getting seed in the ground as soon as the corn choppers harvest the first
plants”, said District Manager Steve Lorraine. Contact the office if you’re interested in pursuing cover crops. 

O n  A p r i l  3 0  s eve r a l  l o c a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  a t  Ro g e r s  C e n t e r  i n  S h e r b u r n e ,  N Y
t o  c o m p e t e  i n  t h e  2 0 2 6  C N Y Re g i o n a l  E n v i ro t h o n .  T h o s e  s t u d e n t s  we re  p a r t  o f  1 4  t e a m s  t h a t

re p re s e n t e d  8  d i f fe re n t  s c h o o l s  f ro m  M a d i s o n ,  C h e n a n g o,  a n d  O n o n d a g a  C o u n t i e s .  T h e  s t u d e n t s
c o m p l e t e d  t e s t s  i n  fo re s t r y,  w i l d l i fe ,  s o i l s ,  a q u a t i c s ,  a n d  a  c u r re n t  e n v i ro n m e n t a l  i s s u e  w i t h
h o p e s  o f  h av i n g  t h e  b e s t  s c o re ,  g a i n i n g  t h e m  b r a g g i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  a  s e c u re  p l a c e  a t  t h e  N YS
E n v i ro t h o n .  T h e  M a d i s o n  C o u n t y w i n n i n g  t e a m ,  “ T h e  B a s i c  B i rc h e s ”,  f ro m  O n e i d a  C i t y  S c h o o l ,

a l o n g  w i t h  t e a m s  f ro m  S k a n e a t e l e s  a n d  G re e n e  a d va n c e d  o n t o  t h e  s t a t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  C o r t l a n d .
T h e  O ve r a l l  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  C N Y Re g i o n a l  E n v i ro t h o n  wa s  H e m l o c ke d  I n n  f ro m  S k a n e a t e l e s .  

t h

C N Y  R e g i o n a l  E n v i ro t h o nC N Y  R e g i o n a l  E n v i ro t h o n
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This project installed approximately 10,000 ft of high tensile fence, converting approximately 35 acres of highly
erodible cropland to permanent pasture. It also installed a stream crossing, a pond to water the cattle at multiple
watering stations through nearly 3000 ft of pipeline, and a cattle exclusion from 1,600 feet of a tributary to the
Cowaselon Creek. Funding for this project was supplied by American Farmland Trust, FLLOWPA and the farm.

Cowaselon Creek Grazing ProjectCowaselon Creek Grazing Project

Madison County SWCD and Ronny Raindrop© attended Stockbridge
Valley Central School’s 4th annual STEAM Ahead in the Valley. This

year, they were diving deep into the theme “World Seas and
Waterways”. From the historic local streams in the community to the

vast, mysterious reaches of the open ocean. Approximately 300
people attended this high-energy, hands-on event designed for

families and community members of all ages.
The District’s theme was Barnyard Engineer: The Manure Challenge.

Students were given “building materials” such as craft sticks,
aluminum foil, and straws to build a storage pit or barnyard with the
goal that when you sprayed water on the cocoa paste “manure”, it

didn’t wash into the nearby blue yarn “stream”. The young engineers
took their role very seriously.

Ronny Raindrop

Wat e r i n g  p o n d  b e f o r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n . P o n d  a f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

C o w s  g r a z i n g  a f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n . O n e  o f  m u lt i p l e  w at e r i n g  s t at i o n s .
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Pa r t n e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  U p p e r  S u s q u e h a n n a  C o a l i t i o nPa r t n e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  U p p e r  S u s q u e h a n n a  C o a l i t i o n

Fo r  t h e  p a s t  2 0  ye a r s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  h a s
p a r t n e re d  w i t h  t h e  U p p e r  S u s q u e h a n n a
C o a l i t i o n  ( U S C )  t o  p ro t e c t  a n d  i m p rove  t h e
wa t e r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  U p p e r  S u s q u e h a n n a  R i ve r
b a s i n  t h ro u g h  va r i o u s  c o n s e r va t i o n  p r a c t i c e s .
O n e  o f  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  i s  p l a n t i n g  r i p a r i a n
b u f fe r s  u s i n g  t h e  Tre e s  fo r  Tr i b u t a r i e s
p ro g r a m .  T h e  Tre e s  fo r  Tr i b u t a r i e s  p ro g r a m  i s  a
N ew Yo r k  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i ro n m e n t a l
C o n s e r va t i o n  p ro g r a m  t h a t  i s  c o o rd i n a t e d  by
t h e  U S C  t o  p rov i d e  l a n d ow n e r s  w i t h  f re e  t re e s ,
m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .
A r i p a r i a n  b u f fe r  i s  a  s t r i p  o f  n a t i ve  ve g e t a t i o n
t h a t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t re e s ,  s h r u b s ,  a n d  fo r b s  a l o n g
wa t e r ways  l i ke  s t re a m s ,  r i ve r s ,  we t l a n d s ,  a n d
l a ke s .  T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  p ro g r a m  i s  t o  re e s t a b l i s h
b u f fe r s  a l o n g  N YS  t r i b u t a r i e s  t h a t  h ave  b e e n
l o s t  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  ye a r s .  R i p a r i a n  b u f fe r s
a l o n g  o u r  t r i b u t a r i e s  h e l p  t o  re d u c e  e ro s i o n
a n d  f l o o d i n g  d a m a g e ,  w h i l e  i n c re a s i n g  w i l d l i fe
a n d  a q u a t i c  h a b i t a t .
I f  yo u  h ave  a  wa t e rc o u r s e  o n  yo u r  p ro p e r t y  a n d
b e l i eve  yo u  m ay b e  e l i g i b l e  fo r  f u n d i n g ,  p l e a s e
c o n t a c t  T h o m a s  C o n k l i n  a t  t h e  M a d i s o n  C o u n t y
S o i l  a n d  Wa t e r  C o n s e r va t i o n  D i s t r i c t  ( 3 1 5 )  8 2 4 -
9 8 4 9  ex t . 3 4 4 6  o r  by e m a i l  t h o m a s -
c o n k l i n @ m a d c o s wc d .c o m .  
To  l e a r n  m o re  a b o u t  t h e  U p p e r  S u s q u e h a n n a
C o a l i t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  i n i t i a t i ve s  p l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e i r
we b s i t e  a t  w w w. u p p e r s u s q u e h a n n a .o rg .  

Tre e s  fo r  Tr i b u t a r i e s P l a n t i n g  w i t h  P u r p o s e
I n  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  U p p e r  S u s q u e h a n n a  C o a l i t i o n  a n d
T h e  N a t u re  C o n s e r va n c y p i l o t e d  a  n ew g r a n t
c a l l e d  P l a n t i n g  w i t h  P u r p o s e .  T h i s  g r a n t  a i m s
t o  p rov i d e  l a n d ow n e r s  w h o  a re  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n
a  m e m b e r  c o u n t y o f  t h e  U S C  b u t  n o t  w i t h i n
t h e  U p p e r  S u s q u e h a n n a  Wa t e r s h e d  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  g r a n t  f u n d i n g  fo r  u p l a n d  t re e
p l a n t i n g s .  
To  b e  e l i g i b l e  fo r  t h i s  g r a n t  yo u r  p ro p e r t y
m u s t  b e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a  c o u n t y  t h a t  i s  a  U S C
m e m b e r.  T h e  p ro p e r t y  m u s t  a l s o  b e  p r i va t e ly
ow n e d ,  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  t r u s t s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s ,
f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  n o n p ro f i t  o rg a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e
p ro j e c t  a re a  c a n  b e  b e t we e n  . 0 2  a n d  2  a c re s
a n d  m u s t  n o t  h ave  b e e n  fo re s t e d  w i t h i n  t h e
p a s t  1 0  ye a r s .  P l a n t i n g s  m u s t  b e  n a t i ve  t re e s
s p e c i e s  o n ly,  t h i s  exc l u d e s  c o m m e rc i a l
C h r i s t m a s  t re e  s t o c k ,  f r u i t  t re e s  a n d  s h r u b s ,
a n d  a l l  n a t i ve  s h r u b  s p e c i e s .
I f  yo u  b e l i eve  yo u  m ay b e  e l i g i b l e  a n d  h ave
a n  i n t e re s t  i n  p l a n t i n g  t re e s  o n  yo u r  p ro p e r t y,
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  T h o m a s  C o n k l i n  a t  t h e
M a d i s o n  C o u n t y S o i l  a n d  Wa t e r  C o n s e r va t i o n
D i s t r i c t  ( 3 1 5 )  8 2 4 - 9 8 4 9  ex t . 3 4 4 6  o r  by e m a i l
T h o m a s - c o n k l i n @ m a d c o s wc d .c o m .

mailto:thomas-conklin@madcoswcd.com
mailto:thomas-conklin@madcoswcd.com
http://www.uppersusquehanna.org/
mailto:Thomas-conklin@madcoswcd.com


C h e n a n g o  R i ve r  Wa s t e  S t o ra g e  P ro j e c tC h e n a n g o  R i ve r  Wa s t e  S t o ra g e  P ro j e c t
Wo r k i n g  w i t h  a  f a r m  i n  t h e  C h e n a n g o  R i ve r  wa t e r s h e d  t o  i m p rove  wa s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  c a p a b i l i t i e s
re s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  1 . 5  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n  e n g i n e e re d  l i n e d  e a r t h e n  wa s t e  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y.
T h e  s t o r a g e  wa s  s i z e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  f a r m s  c o m p re h e n s i ve  n u t r i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a l l ow i n g  fo r
a p p rox i m a t e ly  6  m o n t h s  o f  s t o r a g e .  T h i s  w i l l  a l l ow t h e  f a r m  t o  b e t t e r  u t i l i z e  t h e  n u t r i e n t s  i n  t h e
m a n u re  fo r  g row i n g  c ro p ,  re d u c i n g  s y n t h e t i c  fe r t i l i z e r  u s a g e ,  a n d  a   re d u c e d  c h a n c e  o f  r u n o f f
d u r i n g  l a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n .  T h e  s t o r a g e  i s  l i n e d  w i t h  a  p o lye t hy l e n e  l i n e r  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  u s e d  i n
l a n d f i l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  p ro t e c t  g ro u n d  wa t e r  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  l e a k  d e t e c t i o n  s ys t e m  t o  e n s u re
t h e  s ys t e m  d o e s  n o t  b e c o m e  c o m p ro m i s e d .  
P ro j e c t  wa s  d e s i g n e d  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  a c c o rd i n g  t o  N R C S  N Y 3 1 3  d e s i g n  s t a n d a rd s .
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S i t e  w o r k  u n d e r  w a y. S i t e  w o r k  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  l e a k  d e t e c t i o n
i n s t a l l e d ,  a w a i t i n g  l i n e r  i n s t a l l at i o n .

P o l y e t h e l e n e  l i n e r  b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d . P r o j e c t  c o m p l e t e d .  S a f e t y  f e n c e  i n s t a l l e d
a n d  r e a d y  f o r  u s e .



I n  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  M a d i s o n  C o u n t y S o i l  a n d  Wa t e r  C o n s e r va t i o n  D i s t r i c t  wo r ke d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t y
s o i l  a n d  wa t e r  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  O n e i d a  L a ke  Wa t e r s h e d  a n d  we re  awa rd e d  a  g r a n t  t h ro u g h  t h e  U . S .
E n v i ro n m e n t a l  P ro t e c t i o n  Ag e n c y ' s  G re a t  L a ke s  Re s t o r a t i o n  I n i t i a t i ve  (G L R I )  fo r  t h e  re m ova l  a n d
m o n i t o r i n g  o f  Wa t e r  C h e s t n u t  ( Tr a p a  n a t a n s ) .  T h i s  i n va s i ve  s p e c i e s  wa s  f i r s t  d i s c ove re d  i n  O n e i d a
L a ke  i n  2 0 0 0  a n d  s o o n  b e c a m e  w i d e s p re a d  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  s h o re s  o f  O n e i d a  L a ke  f ro m  B i g  B ay t o
S o u t h  B ay.  
Wa t e r  c h e s t n u t  i s  a  ro o t e d  p l a n t  t h a t  t h r i ve s  i n  s l ow m ov i n g  wa t e r  a n d  c re a t e s  a  t h i c k  m a t  o f
f l o a t i n g  ve g e t a t i o n  t h a t  i n va d e s  a l l  d e p t h s  o f  f re s h wa t e r  h a b i t a t s .  T h i s  l a rg e  m a t  o f  ve g e t a t i o n
c a n  re d u c e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  d i s s o lve d  ox yg e n  i n  t h e  wa t e r  a n d  i n c re a s e  t h e  wa t e r  t e m p e r a t u re .
To g e t h e r,  t h e s e  c a n  c a u s e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  l i ke  a l g a e  b l o o m s  a n d  a  l o s s  i n  a q u a t i c  e c o s ys t e m s .  T h ey
a re  m o s t ly  k n ow n  fo r  t h e i r  s p i n y s e e d  p o d s  t h a t  c a n  b e  ve r y  p a i n f u l  w h e n  t o u c h e d  w i t h o u t  p ro p e r
p ro t e c t i o n .
I n  J u ly  o f  2 0 2 6 ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s s i s t e d  O n e i d a  C o u n t y SWC D  i n  t h e i r  G re a t  L a ke s
Re s t o r a t i o n  I n i t i a t i ve  K i c ko f f  Wa t e r  C h e s t n u t  H a n d  P u l l i n g  Eve n t  a t  t h e  O n e i d a  L a ke  B rew H a u s
o n  O n e i d a  C re e k .  T h e  eve n t  wa s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  re m ov i n g  1 , 6 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  wa t e r  c h e s t n u t  f ro m
O n e i d a  C re e k .  
I n  A u g u s t  o f  2 0 2 6 ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  b e  s u p p o r t i n g  O n e i d a  C o u n t y SWC D  w i t h  a n o t h e r  Wa t e r
C h e s t n u t  p u l l  a t  t h e  O n e i d a  L a ke  B rew H a u s .  I f  yo u  wo u l d  l i ke  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  e r a d i c a t i n g  t h i s
i n va s i ve  p l a n t  o r  wo u l d  l i ke  t o  re p o r t  a  s i g h t i n g ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  T h o m a s  C o n k l i n  a t   ( 3 1 5 ) 8 2 4 -
9 8 4 9  o r  by e m a i l  a t  t h o m a s - c o n k l i n @ m a d c o s wc d .c o m .  P h o t o s  c o u r t e s y o f  O n e i d a  C o u n t y SWC D
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Ba t t l i n g  Wa t e r  C h e s t n u t  i n  t h e  O n e id a  L a ke  Wa t e r s h e dBa t t l i n g  Wa t e r  C h e s t n u t  i n  t h e  O n e id a  L a ke  Wa t e r s h e d

mailto:thomas-conklin@madcoswcd.com
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N Y  S o i l  H e a l t h  F i e l d  D a y  
G i a n f o r t e  F a r m ,  5 8 8 2  W  L a k e  R d ,  C a z e n o v i a ,  N Y

 0 8 /2 7 /2 0 2 6   9 :3 0  a m  -  3 :3 0  p m

J o i n  u s  a t  G i a n f o r t e  F a r m s  f o r  a  N Y  S o i l  H e a l t h  F i e l d  D a y  

f o c u s e d  o n  s o i l  h e a l t h  i n  o r g a n i c  f i e l d  c r o p  s y s t e m s .  

F r e e  t o  a t t e n d ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e d .  h t t p s : / /w w w . n e w y o r k s o i l h e a l t h .o r g / f i e l d d a y s /

                F e a t u r i n g :

                •D r.  E r i n  S i l v a ,  (U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n  –  M a d i s o n )  –  R e d u c i n g  T i l l a g e  i n  O r g a n i c  S y s t e m s

                •R e d u c e d  t i l l a g e  f i e l d  t o u r

                •S o i l  p i t  d e m o  w i t h  N R C S

                •P r e c i s i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  s o i l  h e a l t h

                •G r a i n  c l e a n i n g  a n d  v a l u e - a d d e d  p r o c e s s i n g  t o u r  w i t h  L u k e  G i a n f o r t e

                •S o i l  H e a l t h  t r a i l e r  d e m o s

C o - s p o n s o r s :

M a d i s o n  C o u n t y  S o i l  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e

C C E  C N Y  D a i r y ,  L i v e s t o c k  a n d  F i e l d  C r o p s  P r o g r a m

N O F A -N Y

F a r m e r s  f o r  S o i l  H e a l t h
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P l e a s e  we l c o m e  o u r  n ew  e m p l oye e sP l e a s e  we l c o m e  o u r  n ew  e m p l oye e s

J a co b  B o h n e r t ,  D i s t r i c t  E n g i n e e r  
J a k e  g re w  u p  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  l i v e  i n  Ea r l v i l l e  w i t h  h i s  w i fe  a n d  t w o  k i d s .  H e
g re w  u p  h e l p i n g  o n  h i s  fa m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s ’  fa r m s  a ro u n d  s o u t h e r n  M a d i s o n
C o u n t y  b e fo re  g o i n g  o f f  t o  c o l l e g e  a t  C l a r k s o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  g ra d u a t i n g  w i t h  a
C i v i l  E n g i n e e r i n g  d e g re e .  
A f t e r  s p e n d i n g  1 0  y e a r s  i n  t h e  c o m m e rc i a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n
i n d u s t r y  h e  re t u r n e d  t o  h i s  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  t h e  r u ra l  p u b l i c  t h ro u g h
c o n s e r v a t i o n  e f fo r t s .
I n  h i s  o f f  t i m e ,  h e  c a n  b e  fo u n d  w a n d e r i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e  w o o d s  p re p a r i n g  fo r
t h e  n e x t  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n  o r  w o r k i n g  w i t h  h i s  fa m i l y  o n  t h e i r  m a p l e  s y r u p
o p e ra t i o n .  

R e b e ka h  C u l l e n  -  S e a s o n a l  E m p l o y e e
R e b e k a h  C u l l e n  i s  f ro m  S t o c k b r i d g e .  S h e  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g  P a u l  S m i t h ’ s
C o l l e g e  t h i s  fa l l ,  w h e re  s h e  w i l l  m a j o r  i n  E n v i ro n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e .  B e k a h  l o v e s
a l l  t h i n g s  s c i e n c e ,  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  o u t d o o r s .  I n  h e r  f re e  t i m e ,  s h e
p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  F FA  e v e n t s ,  p l a y i n g  s p o r t s ,  h i k i n g ,  k a y a k i n g ,  c a m p i n g ,
g a rd e n i n g  a n d  g i v i n g  b a c k  t o  h e r  c o m m u n i t y .

R y a n  N a u g h t o n ,  N u t r i e n t  M a n a g e m e n t  Te c h n i c i a n
R y a n  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  f ro m  H u n t i n g t o n ,  N Y  a n d  c u r re n t l y  re s i d e s  i n  Wa t e r v i l l e ,  N Y.
R y a n  g ra d u a t e d  f ro m  P l y m o u t h  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  N e w  H a m p s h i re  w i t h  a
b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g re e  i n  E n v i ro n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e  a n d  a  G . I . S .  m i n o r .  A f t e r  c o l l e g e
h e  w o r k e d  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  w e s t e r n  U . S .  o n  w i l d l a n d  f i re  c re w s .  F o r  t h e  p a s t  6
y e a r s  h e  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  i n  a g r i c u l t u re  w i t h  fa r m s  t h ro u g h o u t  N e w  Yo r k  i n
t h e  f i e l d ,  i n  g re e n h o u s e s ,  a n d  i n d o o r  c u l t i v a t i o n .  R y a n  i s  a  C e r t i f i e d  C ro p
A d v i s o r  a n d  i s  c u r re n t l y  w o r k i n g  o n  b e c o m i n g  a  c e r t i f i e d  A E M  p l a n n e r .  
R y a n  o p e ra t e s  a  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  f l o w e r  g a rd e n  a t  h i s  h o m e .  H e  a l s o  e n j o y s
r u n n i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  b e i n g  t h e  fa t h e r  t o  h i s  1 - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h t e r .  
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Steve Lorraine
District  Manager
 
Carl  Bartlett
District  Technician

Jake Bohnert
District  Engineer

Joann Burke
Agricultural  Program
Specialist

Thomas Conklin
Program Specialist

SWCD Board of  Directors
Cedric  Barnes III ,  Chairman
At-large Farming Public  Rep

Allen Hough,  Vice-Chair
Farm Bureau Rep.
 
Dana Krueger
County Legislator

TJ  Stokes
County Legislator

Charlie  Pace
Non-Farming Rep

NRCS Staff
Evan Sweeney
Resource Conservationist

 

MADISON COUNTY SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
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All  programs and services  of  the Madison County Soil  and Water  Conservation District  and the Natural
Resource Conservation Service are  offered on a  nondiscrimination basis ,  without  regard to  race ,  color ,
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Rebekah Cullen
Seasonal  Employee

Andrew Haslauer
District  Technician

Amy Hayduke
District  Clerk
 
Jessica Heim
Nutrient  Management
Planner

Ryan Naughton
Nutrient  Management
Technician

D i s t r i c t  S t a f f

D o n ’ t  fo rg e t  t o  v i s i t  u s  a t  t h e  G re a t  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e  F a i r !
S t a f f  f ro m  o u r  o f f i c e  w i l l  b e  a t  t h e  N YS  C o n s e r v a t i o n
D i s t r i c t  E m p l o y e e s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n  b o o t h  o n  S e p t e m b e r  4 t h ,  s h a r i n g
i n fo r m a t i o n  w i t h  a t t e n d e e s  a b o u t  S o i l  &  Wa t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n
D i s t r i c t s  a c ro s s  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p ro g ra m s ,  s e r v i c e s ,
a n d  f u n d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e .
We  l o o k  fo r w a rd  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  t h e re !
T h e  fa i r  r u n s  f ro m  A u g u s t  2 6 t h  t o  S e p t e m b e r  7 t h

I N F O R M AT I O N A L  S E M I N A R
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	-WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER-

	For Land’s Sake
	County Flood Mitigation Project
	Upcoming events:
	7/30/26-8/2/26: Madison County Fair 8/15/26: Informational Seminar on Wastewater Treament Systems  for Waterfront zones  8/27/26: Soil Health Field Day 8/26/26-9/7/26: New York State Fair

	In this Newsletter:
	Latest projects, upcoming events, new employee bios and more.  Keep Reading!
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	Covering up Madison County Soil
	CNY Regional Envirothon
	Cowaselon Creek Grazing Project
	This project installed approximately 10,000 ft of high tensile fence, converting approximately 35 acres of highly erodible cropland to permanent pasture. It also installed a stream crossing, a pond to water the cattle at multiple watering stations through nearly 3000 ft of pipeline, and a cattle exclusion from 1,600 feet of a tributary to the Cowaselon Creek. Funding for this project was supplied by American Farmland Trust, FLLOWPA and the farm.

	Ronny Raindrop
	Madison County SWCD and Ronny Raindrop© attended Stockbridge Valley Central School’s 4th annual STEAM Ahead in the Valley. This year, they were diving deep into the theme “World Seas and Waterways”. From the historic local streams in the community to the vast, mysterious reaches of the open ocean. Approximately 300 people attended this high-energy, hands-on event designed for families and community members of all ages. The District’s theme was Barnyard Engineer: The Manure Challenge. Students were given “building materials” such as craft sticks, aluminum foil, and straws to build a storage pit or barnyard with the goal that when you sprayed water on the cocoa paste “manure”, it didn’t wash into the nearby blue yarn “stream”. The young engineers took their role very seriously.
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	Partnering with the Upper Susquehanna Coalition
	Trees for Tributaries
	Planting with Purpose

	Chenango River Waste Storage Project
	Working with a farm in the Chenango River watershed to improve waste management capabilities resulted in the construction of a 1.5 million gallon engineered lined earthen waste storage facility. The storage was sized based on the farms comprehensive nutrient management plan allowing for approximately 6 months of storage. This will allow the farm to better utilize the nutrients in the manure for growing crop, reducing synthetic fertilizer usage, and a  reduced chance of runoff during land application. The storage is lined with a polyethylene liner similar to those used in landfill applications to protect ground water and incorporates a leak detection system to ensure the system does not become compromised.  Project was designed and installed according to NRCS NY 313 design standards.
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	Battling Water Chestnut in the Oneida Lake Watershed
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	NY Soil Health Field Day  Gianforte Farm, 5882 W Lake Rd, Cazenovia, NY  08/27/2026  9:30 am - 3:30 pm Join us at Gianforte Farms for a NY Soil Health Field Day  focused on soil health in organic field crop systems.  Free to attend, registration required. https://www.newyorksoilhealth.org/fielddays/
	Featuring:                 •Dr. Erin Silva, (University of Wisconsin – Madison) – Reducing Tillage in Organic Systems                 •Reduced tillage field tour                 •Soil pit demo with NRCS                 •Precision technology for soil health                 •Grain cleaning and value-added processing tour with Luke Gianforte                 •Soil Health trailer demos
	Co-sponsors: Madison County Soil and Water Conservation Natural Resources Conservation Service CCE CNY Dairy, Livestock and Field Crops Program NOFA-NY Farmers for Soil Health
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	Please welcome our new employees
	INFORMATIONAL SEMINAR
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